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Story Synopsis

Act I 
This fictional story tells of a family’s struggle to escape extremists and 
find freedom as legal immigrants in the USA. Although they could 
be from any country of origin or era, they are life- threatened by 
extremists. They own legal documents, but their savings are stolen. 
With advice and financial help from their friend, they escape. When 
the boy is wounded, his father goes to help him and is killed. The 
surviving family members cross the ocean by ship to arrive in New York 
harbor past the Statue of Liberty. As they enter the USA they receive 
approval of their documents and there is heartfelt relief and hope 
for a new life in a free land. As they search for their new home, they 
pass a city bazaar with the community celebrating diversity through 
exciting music. Jake and Sally experience a milieu of bullying and 
marginalization at school, but they are secure in knowing that now 
they have the freedom to Choose WHO to be™.  There are challenges 
and consequences they could not foresee.

Act II
Jake and Sally are befriended by Josie, who then becomes the target of 
intentional violence. This becomes a test of character as they witness 
her assault.  When Jake stands up for Josie, as the intended victim, he 
becomes the target of violence.  In the ensuing altercation, a young 
person is accidentally killed. Sally persuades Jake to be calm, to use 
restraint, and to not  be vengeful. Following the tragedy and their 
choices for both courage and restraint, they are welcomed at school 
and the school has a new milieu characterized by friendship... that 
includes them.

The choices of Jake and Sally ...when their characters are tested... 
have positive consequences for their family and for them. Sally has 
friends and a strong identity. The family is now accepted in their new 
neighborhood and feels woven into the community.  Jake and Josie 
(their beautiful free spirited schoolmate and the intended target of 
violence) fall in love.  The entire community looks forward to a bright 
future for all. The finale is a celebration of family, friendship and love in 
The Dance of Life.
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          THE MUSICAL DRAMA

FREEDOM 
    FOUND

Acts, Scenes and Songs

ACT I  
Scene 1   Home of origin 
 SCHOOL’S OUT Jake and Sally
 POWER OF CHOICE Good Neighbor Will, Jake, Sally
 TAKERS Extremists
 HELL’S HEROES Father Raz
 WILL’S COAT  Good Neighbor Will
 PROTECTORS Father Raz and Will    
  PAUSE AND CHERISH Mother Marie

Scene 2   Escape route   
 ESCAPE Father Raz, Marie, Jake and Sally
 ACROSS THE OCEAN Sailors 
 LEGAL IMMIGRATION Immigration Official
 LAND OF LIBERTY  Ship Passengers and  

Shore Greeters 
 LOVE, HOPE, FAITH  Mother Marie
 BUTTERFLY BREEZES Sally and Dream Butterfly Angel 

Scene 3   Community and School on Arrival
 DIVERSITY ROCKS Neighborhood Dancers
 POTENTIALITY Jake and Sally
 SOCIAL ADAPTATION  School Children and Youth 
    ON ARRIVAL    (Characterized by Bullying)
 HOME IS WHERE School Children and Youth
 CHOOSE WHO TO BE Jake, Sally, Good Neighbor Lou
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ACT II 

Scene 1   Neighborhood Green Space
 DOES HE LIKE ME? Josie and Girlfriends
 GANGSTAS Neighborhood Youth
 DEATH !  TOO EARLY! Children and Youth with 
  Jake, Josie and Sally
 GUIDE US Good Neighbor Lou
 SALLY’S SONG Sally
 POWER OF CHOICE Reprise Jake and Sally
 PACK YOUR TROUBLES AWAY Rapper Lee 

Scene 2   School A Year Later
 SOCIAL ADAPTATION LATER  School Children and Youth
  (Characterized by Friendship)
 COMMUNICATIONS AGE Sally and the school girls
 BUTTERFLY BREEZES Reprise  Sally
 JAKE’S SONG Jake and Girl Friend Josie

Scene 3   Neighborhood Green Space Chorus
 INTRO to FREEDOM FABRIC Josie, Sally  Children’s Chorus
 DANCE OF LIFE (Finale) Jake,  Josie, Family then All Cast
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Cast of Characters 

Family in order of Appearance 
Jake, the son ...........................................................CHRIS KINNEY
Sally, the daughter ..................................................AVERY GROSS
Marie, the mother ..................................................MARY CROOM
Raz, the father .................................................JDOUGLAS BARKER  

Good Neighbors 
Will, Good Neighbor (Country Of Origin) ...........BARON GARRIOTT
Lou, Good Neighbor (USA) ..................................HANNAH MOHR

Friends 
Josie, Girl Friend ............................................. ERIKA VAN GORDEN
Lee, Rapper Friend ..................................................... DAVINA REID
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CoMMuNITY 
(School and Neighborhood)

CHILdrEN’S ENSEMBLE  
(CHoruS ANd dANCE)

Vocalists Directed by
MARY CROOM

*KINGSLEY BOND * JILLIAN KUUSELA                                                                                     
*SAELA RIVERA MARTINEZ VINA MOLLETI                                 
*EMMA ZUERCHER

YouTH ENSEMBLE  
(CHoruS ANd dANCE)

Vocalists Directed by 
SARA ANN BUTLER 

                                   
*MARIANA MONFORTE, Dance Captain                   
JASON CARROLL BLAKE DEUELL
GEO FIGUEROA ETHAN MALTZMAN
* BRIANNA MELTON *HANNAH MOHR                            
*MARIANA MONFORTE * ZEEK PAGE                                                                    
*ISABELLE POOLE DAVINA REID
*TAI WHITE                 
*Academy of Ballet Arts Director, Suzanne Pomerantzeff

orCHESTrA                   
PIANO/KEYBOARD #1 .................................................DEAN FERNALD
PIANO/KEYBOARD #2 ....................................................... JOE COSAS
Reed Doubler ............................................................AUSTIN VICKREY
Bass  .......................................................... FRANCIS “SONNY” ANNIS
Percussion  .................................................................... SKIP PITTMAN
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SALLY’S STorY oF FrEEdoM FouNd – 
ACT 1

Dear Diary,
My name is Sally. I have a brother named Jake. My dad’s name is Raz and 
my mom’s name is Marie. I want to tell you about what happened to us. We 
used to live in a place where people had power over us and made choices 
for us that weren’t good. They were mean. They told us what to do. They 
told us who to be. And if we didn’t obey, we’d be punished...beaten, put in 
prison, or even killed…
 My parents were working to change that. They knew it was dangerous 
so they were saving every penny they could in case we had to leave. My dad 
got all the legal papers together that we needed to travel. My mom took 
care of us and kept us together. We used to laugh and joke around a lot, 
even though we knew things were dangerous. And we had a Good Neighbor 
named Will, who taught us songs and things like how important it is to have 
the power of choice -- like whether you want to do this...or do that...or do 
what you think is right.
 One day, some of these thugs came slamming through our front door 
and told us terrible things they would make us do. They threatened us and 
stole all the money my parents had saved. We were scared and my dad got 
really angry about it. The evil “Takers” had killed or taken all the power 
from the other good people who lived there, so there was nobody more 
powerful left to help us. We knew we had to leave. We wanted to go to a 
place where people could choose their own lives for themselves. But how 
could we? They stole all our money. 
 My father’s really great friend, our Neighbor Will, gave his life savings 
for us to escape. Will had hidden all of his family’s money and jewels in a 
special coat that looked old and worn – really shabby, but if you looked 
inside, all kinds of money and jewels he had saved had been sewn into it. It 
was enough to pay for our escape. We kept thanking him for giving us the 
coat and everything that was in it because we knew it was a special gift. 
 Mom kept trying to remember everything at home before we ran off into 
the night. Then Will said he was too tired to go and wanted to stay behind. 
You see, they had already killed his wife and taken his son and daughter 
away from home. The Takers were in charge of everything. We knew they 
would find him, which made my father and us feel so sad… 
 Dad added all the important papers to the other treasures in Will’s 
coat and hugged Will good-bye. We had to run away in the dark. We had 
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the papers and the special coat to pay for the trip. But the Takers came 
after us and shot at us with guns. I was so scared. One of the bullets hit 
my brother’s arm. My Dad ran between them to try to protect him. But they 
killed him! [Shaking voice] My Mom screamed. She wanted to go back for 
my Dad, but she couldn’t leave us. They were chasing us! We had no choice 
but to keep going or they would kill us too…It was terrible. 
 It didn’t seem real. It took all night and we were tired but finally we 
heard waves hitting against the shore and birds...that sounded like music... 
The sun started to come up and we could see a dock and a big ship that 
could take us to a new place. A place where you could Choose WHO to be.
 The crew helped us once we got on the ship. We were all so very sad 
and tired. We were weak and hungry. My brother’s arm was hurting. We 
needed a bath... and food... and sleep. Days and nights passed and I 
remember the rocking of the ship. We kept thinking about losing our Dad 
and our Neighbor. We kept remembering that awful night. We didn’t know 
what to expect. What was going to happen to us? 
 More time passed and then, one night, just before the sun came up, 
my Mom looked up and saw a statue of a woman with a torch in one hand 
and a book in the other with a strong look on her face. Seeing her made my 
mom so happy and relieved. She called for us to come see. Finally…we had 
arrived at the right place. We were in the USA.

SALLY’S STorY oF FrEEdoM FouNd – 
Act 2

Dear Diary,
 When we entered the city it was morning. Everybody was so different 
from each other. They could say how they really felt and they were even free 
to move to music. It was SO exciting! There was a big area filled with small 
white tents. Each of them had different things to see. There was a lot of 
stuff we had never seen before. We were excited…but a little bit afraid, too. 
 Mom had an address in the papers that Dad had put in Will’s coat. 
She gave the address to a friendly dancer who took Mom to a girl my 
age, named “Lou.” She was a new neighbor of ours, spoke our language, 
and walked us to our new address. After Mom covered the table with her 
embroidered table cloth and added her lamp, it seemed like we were home 
again. We had just gotten into our new home when Mom and Lou started 
telling Jake and me all the things we had to do to be successful. It was like 
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it was all up to us now to make the whole family succeed. Our lives had 
changed. We had to leave our friends, our home. My brother was shot and 
our Father was killed! We had to travel to a place we didn’t know whose 
conversations we couldn’t understand. We didn’t know the customs either. 
So yeah, we were scared. Dad wasn’t there to take care of us anymore but 
at least we had each other. Our home was small. But we still wanted to do 
our best and now we had a chance to make wise choices – our own choices. 
 The night before our first day at our new school, I had an awesome 
dream where an angel gave me wings of freedom. I was happy and filled with 
hope. It even made me giggle. I felt I could fly like a butterfly.
 Then we went to school for the first day. Some of the other kids laughed 
at us, bullied us, and made fun of us. We weren’t dressed just like they were 
and we seemed…different. Our new neighbor, Lou, helped us and there was 
a girl named Josie who also spoke our language. She was really nice and so 
we made friends with her. We did okay but it wasn’t easy. School days came 
and went and each day got a little easier. Mom found jobs to do and so did 
my brother. He started spending more time with the pretty girl from school, 
Josie. They really hit it off. I’m starting to see how my brother likes Josie and 
I think she likes him too. She was kind and seemed to want to do what was 
right…for everybody.
 A year passed. We kept seeing how the other kids would get so excited 
to leave school in the afternoon to go “home.” So one day, Jake and I asked 
what “home” really meant to them. We wanted to have that too. 
 Sometimes Jake and I would go outside and talk about stuff at school. 
So we found the only space in our neighborhood without buildings and 
thought we’d run around and get some exercise with Lou and Josie and a 
couple of other friends. But this mean gang of kids came up to us and tried 
to recruit us just like the Takers had done back where we came from! But 
this time it was different. This time we knew we could stand up to bullies. 
This time we could make the right choice. We didn’t have to give in to them!
 The bullies started pushing Josie around. They knew she was our friend. 
They pushed her down and were going to do something really bad to her. 
Jake told them to stop and tried to help Josie up. Then this guy pulled out a 
knife and started waving it around! My brother was trying to protect Josie. 
Then something terrible happened…One of the girls got stabbed and was 
killed! Jake got so mad at the guy who killed this girl. I had never seen him 
like that. I kept trying to remind him what our family had been through. 
I told him we shouldn’t choose to try to get back at the guy who did this 
because he didn’t really mean to kill anyone. It was an accident and he had 
made a terrible choice to bring a knife. But Jake was still angry and wanted 



12

to fight. He wanted somebody to pay! So I kept talking to Jake. I was 
worried he would get killed, just like Dad. I reminded him of Dad’s dreams 
for us and of all our family dreams. I reminded him of the things that really 
mattered. We started to remember the song Will taught us about the power 
of choice.
 We were all sad about the girl’s death, but eventually, with the help of 
another friend, Lee, we found a way to get through it. She said we should 
pack our troubles away and with this wild dance, she got us back to a 
place where we could be happy again. I really needed and appreciated that 
advice. We were all starting to feel better.
 It’s been a year now. We’ve been learning all kinds of new stuff about 
computers and phone apps. Jake and I feel like we belong at school now. 
Our school and neighborhood are happy. Our family is accepted. Jake 
and Josie became best friends and then they fell in love with each other. 
Everybody was happy when that happened.
 It feels so good to know that Dad’s dreams for us came true. And here, 
in this place, we’re free to choose our own identities. No one can make us 
be whatever they want. My Dad gave his life for us to have that, and now 
I know why so many people have died trying to get free or win freedom for 
those they love. Now we are safe. Now we are fearless. We’ve found freedom 
because now we can Choose WHO to be.
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CHrISToPHEr KINNEY 
PERFORMING AS JAKE
Christopher Kinney (age 18) is a recent graduate 
of Pinellas County Center of the Arts and enjoys 
acting, singing, playing the piano, guitar, bass 
(“anything with strings”!), and dancing to delight 
his audience.  You may have recently seen him 
portray the role of John Jasper in the Mystery of 
Edwin Drood. He plans to continue a career in the 

arts and thrives on entertaining through the magical world of theater.  
He wants to thank his loved ones and to thank Sarah, Chad, and  
Dr. Martha Fallis for putting on this production. 

AVErY GroSS
Soprano
PERFORMING AS SALLY
Avery Gross (age 12) is a 7th Grader at Clearwater 
Fundamental Middle School.  A straight A student, 
she enjoys math and science, is a member of the 
Mighty Mu (math team), and won third place in 
the 7th grade math team test. But Avery’s real 
love is performing in musical theater and has 

experience in numerous productions, including Freedom Found, The 
Sorcerer, Mephistopheles, Trial by Jury, and Fiddler on the Roof. Avery 
began her Freedom Found experience at age 7, in the Children’s 
Chorus for the 2010 World Premiere, then won the role of Sally at age 
9 for a run of six shows at the Gulfport Catherine Hickman Theater 
and again for the 2015 show at The Mahaffey. Avery plans to pursue a 
university major in musical theater & drama. She says, “I want to give a 
big thanks to my parents, brother, Sarah, Chad and cast, and Drs. Jim 
and Martha for helping make my dreams come true.” In 2015, Avery 
became the first member of the FFP Children’s Council.

CAST PrINCIPALS,  
IN ordEr oF APPEArANCE, 

ANd ProduCTIoN TEAM
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MArY CrooM 
Soprano
PERFORMING AS MARIE and
Director, Children’s Chorus
Born in the Philippines and reared in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Mary’s love of music began early in 
her childhood.  She was cast in the role of Anita 
in West Side Story with her hometown community 
theater.  She has performed with Tampa Bay’s 

Spanish Lyric Opera in “The Merry Widow.”  Most of her musical 
experiences have been drawn from singing with show bands and rock 
groups from Seattle and Miami to fronting variety and contemporary 
dance bands in Maryland and California.  She has recorded original 
music with Melvin Seals, keyboard player from the Jerry Garcia Band, 
and has also recorded a CD of original music called “Miracle in 
Disguise.”  Her most recent album “Truly Yours, Maria” can be found 
on iTunes which features music standards from the ‘40s to the ‘80s.   
She performs locally as a one-woman act singing song standards of 
jazz and light rock.  For Freedom Found, she has performed as Mother 
Marie in the World Premiere performances at The Palladium in 2010 
and for the run of six shows in Gulfport, 2012. She teaches voice at 
Mattioli School in St Pete Beach and shared her expertise as Music 
Director of the Children’s Chorus for the 2015 show.

JdouGLAS BArKEr
Bass
PERFORMING AS RAZ
JDouglas Barker is a veteran of over 30 years of 
studio work and on camera for a variety of clients 
ranging from the Disney Companies, to CBS 
television.  Additionally he is an ordained minister 
has toured nationally in the field of Gospel 
Music, receiving recognition as a solo performer 

and nominated as Favorite Bass singer in a group he helped launch.  
Currently his skills are heard internationally as a key interviewer 
with over 1000 author interviews added to his credits.  His skills are 
spotlighted on his website www.romancingthetone.com.  In Freedom 
Found he performs as Father Raz and traveled from Dallas, TX, with 
his family to help carry the antiviolence message to Tampa Bay children 
and youth.



15

BAroN GArrIoTT
Baritone
PERFORMING AS GOOD NEIGHBOR WILL
Singer/Songwriter, Actor. 
Baron has worked with numerous Opera and 
Theater companies throughout the US.  He has 
performed the roles of Alfredo in “La Traviata” , 
Pinkerton in “Madama Butterfly” and Rudolfo in 
“La Boheme”. He has done numerous national 

tours of Broadway shows and worked with such artists as Kenny 
Rodgers, Tony Bennett, Andy Williams and Regis Philbin. He is very 
proud to be associated with Freedom Found Productions.

HANNAH MoHr (Senior)
Soprano
PERFORMING AS GOOD NEIGHBOR LOU and  
DANCER, ARABIAN DIVERSITY DANCE
Hannah (age 18) is a senior vocalist at the Pinellas 
County Center for the Arts and has studied and 
trained in ballet for nine years. She participated 
in many performances on stage, including the 
Nutcracker, Giselle, and SPIFFS. 

ErIKA VAN GordEN
Soprano
PERFORMING AS JOSIE
Music has always been a part of this born and 
raised Floridians life. In high school and university 
Erika performed with a wide variety of musical 
ensembles and productions. She has performed on 
the stage of Carnegie Hall, performing Mozart’s 
Requiem and Rutter’s Magnificat. She was chosen 

to be the soprano soloist for the Rutter’s Magnificat and Saint Saens 
Christmas Oratorio as a participant in St. Petersburg Opera Company’s 
emerging artists program. She was place winner of the FCSAA Student 
artist competition. She has performed throughout Tampa Bay in all 
three major cities. With Opera Tampa she sang in the chorus for 
productions of Tosca and Faust.  With St. Petersburg Opera she sang 
in the chorus for productions of Cosi fan tutte, Carmen, Samson and 
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Delilah, and Eine kleine nachtmusik.  Erika has performed at the Dali 
Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida as part of the Opera night series. In 
the summer of 2010, she studied abroad in Rome, where she sang at 
Basilica di San Paul and Basilica di San Silvestro, performing Pergolesi’s 
from Stabat Mater. She now resides in New Jersey, studying and 
pursuing her opera career in New York. 

Erika volunteered to sing the part of Josie in the initial Reading of Freedom 
Found in 2008 at Clearwater’s Capitol Theatre and has performed as Josie 
in every show since that time.  Several songs, including “Does He Like Me”, 
were rewritten to reveal her beautiful voice and technique. 

dAVINA rEId
Soprano
PERFORMING AS RAPPER LEE, SAILOR,
and Multiple Other Roles 
Davina Reid is an actress from the Tampa Bay area. 
She has appeared in several local independent 
films and stage plays, including “Saul’s Juke Joint,” 
a part of the 2014 Tampa Bay Theatre Festival. 
Although she toured with a hip hop team for two 

years, Davina is a professional Physical Therapist and enjoys voiceover, 
singing, and multiple sports, including gymnastics. She won the Best 
Actress Award in the Action Film Challenge of 2013. She says, “ I am 
happy to be a recent addition to the Freedom Found team to help 
share an important message.”

JASoN CArroLL
Tenor
PERFORMING AS SAILOR, DANCER  
and Multiple Other Roles 
Understudy for Lead jake 
Jason Carroll (Ensemble/Jake Understudy) is pleased 
to be making his first professional appearance in 
Freedom Found: A Musical Drama. Some previous 
credits include Ren McCormack in “Footloose” 

and Cornelius Hackl in “Hello, Dolly!”. Last summer, Jason got the 
opportunity to work alongside Broadway professionals at the Open 
Jar Institute in New York City. Jason would like to thank his family and 
friends for always being supportive, as well as his theatre teacher, Ms. 
Florio, for teaching him everything he knows about theatre.
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BLAKE dEuELL
Baritone
PERFORMING AS SAILOR, DANCER,  
and Multiple Other Roles
Blake studied musical theatre for 4 years at 
Countryside High School, performing as Willard 
Hewitt in Footloose, as Cook in Hello Dolly ! (2014) 
and as General Genghis Kahn Schmitz in Seussical 
(2013). Blake also performed in Beauty and the 

Beast (2007) and in The Wizard of Oz (2006) at the AIM Community 
Theatre. He enjoys acting, singing, and dancing, studying Tap Dancing 
(2 years) and Hip Hop Dancing (3 years) at Contempo School of Dance.

GEo FIGuEroA
DANCE ENSEMBLE
Geo Figueroa (age 14) enjoys many dance 
styles, including ballet, jazz, hip hop, lyrical and 
contemporary. He plays baritone euphonium in 
his school’s band. He is a very outgoing and has 
a great sense of humor, and is always up for new 
challenges. 

ETHAN CHAYToN MALTzMAN
DANCE ENSEMBLE
Ethan Chayton Maltzman (age 13) is from Orlando, 
Florida. He has been acting for nearly four years, 
his first experience in local theatre and moving 
into commercials and now film. He also has 
stage experience as a dancer with over 4 years of 
experience. He has had a great experience filming 
independent films in Florida as principle speaking 

characters. His desire is to further his career into feature major motion 
pictures as well as reoccurring roles on television shows. Ethan also 
greatly enjoys playing video games and playing with his siblings, both 
of which are actors as well.



18

MArIANA MoNForTE (9th Grade)
DANCE CAPTAIN, FREEDOM FOUND MUSICAL 
2014-2015 AND PERFORMING AS DANCER, 
GREEK DIVERSITY DANCE
Mariana Monforte is 15 years old and is the Dance 
Captain of Freedom Found Musical 2015 at The 
Mahaffey. She is a freshman in the International 
Baccalaureate Program at St. Pete High School. 
Mariana dances six days a week with the Academy 

of Ballet Arts, where she has studied ballet, jazz, character, and hip hop 
during the last seven years. During summers she danced with American 
Ballet Theatre, Next Generation Ballet, and Orlando Ballet School. She has 
performed in many ballets, including Nutcracker, Coppelia, Giselle, and 
Les Sylphides. Mariana also plays flute since age 8, participating in the 
All County Band for 3 years. She had a wonderful time as Dance Captain 
of Freedom Found, wants to continue dance as a career, and thanks her 
parents and dance instructors for helping her realize her full potential.

BrIANNA MELToN (9th Grade)
PERFORMING AS DANCER,SPANISH DIVERSITY 
DANCE AND “BUTTERFLY ANGEL”
Brianna Melton is a 14 year old freshman at St. 
Petersburg High School in the IB program.  She 
has classically trained with Academy of Ballet Arts 
since she was 3 years old. Brianna has attended 
summer programs such as LINES Ballet, Peoria 
Ballet, and Academy of Ballet Arts. She’s also been 

in performances consisting of The Nutcracker, Coppelía, Giselle, Le 
Sylphide, and has competed in YAGP.

ISABELLE PooLE (9th Grade)
PERFORMING AS DANCER,  
IRISH DIVERSITY DANCE
Isabelle Poole is 15 years old and is a freshman 
St. Petersburg high school. Isabelle dances 6 days 
a week at the Academy of Ballet Arts  where she 
has performed in shows such as The Nutcracker, 
Giselle, Coppelia, and many more. Isabelle also 
participates in chorus performances at her school. 

Isabelle attended American Ballet Theater’s summer intensive in 2013.
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zEEK PAGE  (11th Grade)  
PERFORMING AS DANCER
Zeek Page is 16 years old and is a junior at PCCA, 
Gibbs High school. Zeek is multitalented as athlete, 
singer, and dancer. He has performed in many 
shows for the Academy of Ballet Arts, as well as 
for Gibbs. Zeek has attended multiple summer 
training programs, including Summer 2014 
program studying dance with the Pittsburgh Ballet 

Theatre for five weeks. 

TAI WHITE
PERFORMING AS DANCER
Tai was born in New York, then educated and 
trained in St. Petersburg. He is Teacher of dance at 
John Hopkins Middle School Magnet Arts Program 
and a free-lance choreographer, for “passion” 
and for hire. Though performing all his life as a 
natural born performer, Tai worked with top dance 
teachers in his youth then experienced intense 

training in recent years as winner of a full scholarship through the 
Academy of Ballet Arts and Ms. Suzanne Pomerantzeff. In addition,  
Tai is Director, Choreographer, and Producer of his musical Shadows of 
the Mind, which showcases many dance styles and St Pete’s aspiring 
stars, blended into a show that brilliantly delves into our minds’ inner 
workings. Tai White would like to thank God, his family, and all who 
have believed in him.

School Children (Sopranos)

Vina Molleti, Jillian Kuusela, Emma Zuercher, Kingsley Bond,  
Saela Rivera Martinez
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ProduCTIoN CAST:

THE MAHAFFEY CLASS ACTS
Freedom Found Musical 2015 Producers

drs Martha and Jim Fallis

SArAH MATToN
DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER
Sarah is a highly motivated performer, 
choreographer, and teacher with twenty-five 
training in many disciplines. After taking her first 
ballet class at the age of four, she continues to 
develop her craft and expand her knowledge in the 
world of dance. Sarah has been a representative 
for The Dancer Transition Centre’s ON THE MOVE 

Resource Conference as a volunteer key speaker. Sarah is also the 
co-founder of Canada’s first Agency for Dance Educators: Quick Ball 
Change Inc.
Sarah’s Theatrical credits include: Snow White, Footloose, Damn 
Yankees, Legally Blonde, Twist and Shout the British Invasion, Mary 
Poppins, Big Band Legends, Annie, 9-5: The Musical, Peter Pan, Dance 
Legends (Drayton), Joseph…Dreamcoat (Stage West Calgary), Aida, 
Nixon in China (Canadian Opera Company) Legends (The Grand), and 
Cats (Stirling Theatre Festival). She is looking forward to performing in 
her dream show Chicago this spring. Sarah has also danced with Lady 
GAGA at the MMVA’s 2011, and appeared on Canada’s TV shows, 
Bomb Girls, and Being Erica. She has also appeared in the movie, Silent 
Hill II. Sarah has worked for Royal Caribbean cruise lines, where she 
danced aboard a ship and toured Bermuda, New England and the 
Eastern Caribbean. She has also performed at fFIDA, Toronto’s week 
long dance festival. This coming season Sarah is looking forward to 
appearing in Damn Yankees and Footloose as well as a Christmas show 
with Drayton Entertainment.
Sarah attended Ryerson University’s theatre dance program where 
she achieved her BFA. She is a qualified Tap and Jazz teacher under 
A.D.A.P.T. She became an associate and member of the Royal Academy 
of Dance in 2001. In the past, Sarah has won various awards for her 
choreography and continues to teach at several studios and schools in 
and out of Toronto.
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CHAd MCFAddEN 
DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER
Chad began dancing at a very early age. He has 
performed on stages all over Canada and abroad. 
He is an experienced dancer, singer, and actor. His 
dance training includes tap, jazz, ballet, modern, 
street jazz, hip hop, partnering and musical 
theatre. In 2003, Chad was one of the co-founders 
of 2nd Soul Productions, a workshop involved in 

all areas of dance, offering workshops, studio choreography, industrial 
/ corporate events, and choreography for film & television. Chad’s 
theatrical credits include; Mary Poppins, 9 to 5, Annie, Guys and Dolls, 
Peter Pan, Dance Legends, Sweet Charity, Robin Hood, Brigadoon, 
Evita, Me and My Girl, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels US Tour (Drayton 
Entertainment), Legends, Beauty and the Beast (The Grand), Sweet 
Charity , Joseph (Stage West), Crazy for You, Man of La Mancha, 
Oklahoma, My One and Only, Into the Woods, Hello Dolly, Guys and 
Dolls, Anything Goes, The King and I (Stratford Festival), Anne of 
Green Gables (Charlottetown Festival) and Encore! (Tokyo Disneyland). 
Chad’s Film and Television credits include; Bomb Girls (Muse 
Entertainment), City of Bones (Sony Pictures Entertainment/Unique 
Features) , Being Erica (CBC), Hairspray (New Line Cinema), Canada’s 
Walk of Fame (CBC) , Hollywood Bollywood (Deepa Mehta), Charms 
of an Easy Life (C.E.L. Productions), The Other Me (Disney Productions), 
and Earth Final Conflict (Atlantis Films). Chad looks forward to 
returning to the Stratford Festival to be a part of the productions, The 
Sounds Of Music and Carousel. Chad has choreographed for various 
studios and many industrial events. Chad aims to set the standard in 
Arts Performance with his passion energy and enthusiasm.

SArA ANN BuTLEr 
DIRECTOR, YOUTH CHORUS
Voice Teacher, Mattioli School of Music and Art
Speech Therapist for Voice Repair 
WEBSITE: www.saraannbutler.com
E-MAIL: voicewithsara@gmail.com
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MArY CrooM 
Soprano
PERFORMING AS MARIE and
DIRECTOR, CHILDREN’S CHORUS

See above for detailed bio.

MArIANA MoNForTE (9th Grade)
DANCE CAPTAIN, FREEDOM FOUND MUSICAL 
2014-2015 AND PERFORMING AS DANCER,  
GREEK DIVERSITY DANCE

See above for detailed bio.

JoHNNY MoToC 
PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Johnny Motoc, a twenty year Stage and Production 
Management veteran of the Opera stage, is pleased 
to be able to bring his experience to the Freedom 
Found Family.
His recent engagements include Opera Theater of 
St Louis, Dayton Opera, and Orlando Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Johnny would like to thank his family 

and friends for all of their support.

EILEEN o’BrIEN – COSTUMES
Owner of Suncoast Dance and Music Studio

BoBBI HENLEY – Stage Tech

Todd BEATTY – General Manager of The Mahaffey and Staff

AuSTIN VICKrEY** – Reed Doubler

SKIP PITTMAN** – Percussion

JoE CoSAS – Keyboard #2

** First played for Freedom Found in 2008, as a Volunteer for the Capitol Theater Reading.
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Johnny Motoc, Sarah Matton, Chad McFadden and Dr. Jim Fallis at rehearsal with Freedom Found 
Cast on Saturday morning, January 24, 2015 at The St Pete Academy of Ballet Arts.

2015 Family  
(left to right Mary Croom as “Marie”,  

Avery Gross as “Sally”, JDouglas Barker as 
“Raz”, and Chris Kinney as “Jake”)

orCHESTrA PIT 
(left to right front): Sara Ann Butler, Director of 
Youth Chorus, Austin Vickrey (Reed Doubler), 

*Francis “Sonny” Annis (Bass), Joe Cosas 
(Keyboard #2), *Dean Fernald (Keyboard #1), 

Skip Pittman (Percussion)

*Created original musical score and revisions with  
Dr. Martha Bushore-Fallis since 2003
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          THE MUSICAL DRAMA

FREEDOM 
    FOUND 

dr. MArTHA BuSHorE-FALLIS                                
“CREATIVE ARTS CHANGING HEARTS”
Original Music, Lyrics, Libretto
Told Mom of plans to “be a baby doctor” while 
a doll-carrying 5 yo in Knoxville, TN, and recalls 
writing music at age 7.  Father loved music, played 
many instruments and sang in the church choir 
with Martha. At age 19 Martha sang in 6 European 
countries as member of the Univ of TN Singers. She 

had formal lessons in flute, piano, voice, guitar, and played harmonica 
with her father and organ on her own. She had lessons in ballet, tap, 
ballroom, and modern or “interpretive” dance. Graduated from UT 
with a BA in English after studies of modern plays and Shakespeare. 
Professionally, Martha Bushore, MD, graduated in 1970 as the only 
female grad, from a starting class of 100, from the Univ of TN then 
lectured in many countries and most states urging improvements in 
care for the life-threatened child, which is her passion. Awards are 
many, including TN Medical Assn Distinguished Service Award for her 
work in the nation’s first Child Restraint Law in 1978, Am Academy of 
Pediatrics DS Award for Creation of the Field of Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine in 1988, Award from the Knoxville Women’s Center for 
courage compassion and commitment to helping  women, 1988, 
called Godmother of kids’ emerg care in US News and World Report, 
January, 1992, Assoc Prof Emory Univ Dept of Peds ’92-’93, listed in 
Who’s Who in 2004 (as Martha JaneSmith Bushore-Fallis), and the 
Am Academy of Pediatrics gives an annual Martha Bushore-Fallis APLS 
(Advanced Pediatric Life Support) Award. Dr David Heppel, Current 
Director of Division of Child, Adolescent, and Family Health at the US 
Maternal and Child Health Bureau, referred to Dr. Martha as “The 
Mother of EMS for Children” because of her work in the foundations 
of Emergency Medical Services systems development. Published in 
several scientific publications, she also served on the Editorial Board 
of Pediatrics. Provided care for children in several other countries and 
for thousands of children in TN, GA, & FL before retiring in 1999 as 
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a Fellow in Pediatrics, Critical Care, and Emergency Medicine, with 
special qualifications in ped emerg med. For relaxation, Dr. Bushore-
Fallis has sung in many choruses and church choirs, served on multiple 
boards and has been member of multiple service orgs including Rotary 
(as a Paul Harris Fellow) and Sertoma.   Martha and her husband, 
Jim, retired  Toronto pediatric surgeon and pianist, are proud of 
their 3 Canadian families, all of whom are involved in theater and 
music, and 3 US families with 6 married children for a total of 12 in 
the next generation and an additional 13 in grands! Jim renewed 
her dream of writing musical theater after their marriage in 2003.   
Dean Fernald and Francis “Sonny” Annis, once introduced, became 
dear friends & committed their extraordinary professional musical 
ability and experience to making the dream now entitled FREEDOM 
FOUND, THE MUSICAL DRAMA, come true over twelve years of steady 
work.  Professional Toronto theater couple, Sarah Matton and Chad 
McFadden, were performing together on stage at the Penetanguishene 
King’s Wharf Theater with Drs. Jim and Martha in the audience, who 
were thrilled with their choreography and performance. In 2013 they 
contacted Sarah Matton, who reviewed the show and exclaimed, “I 
love the message of your show!”  She and Chad agreed to oversee a 
sunny January week long workshop at the St Pete Academy of Ballet 
Arts for Tampa Bay performers as an escape from Canada’s winter. 
They stayed at home with Drs Jim and Martha, eating organic health 
foods, and assumed responsibilities as Choreographers and Directors 
for The Mahaffey Class Acts Freedom Found Musical, 2015. Drs. Jim 
and Martha feel both honored and privileged to have enjoyed them, 
as though extended family, living a week in their own home. We feel 
not only extraordinary gratitude for the huge jump in quality they have 
brought to our show, but also love and admiration for who they are as 
young leaders in musical theater in North America.
This 2015 fabulous child and youth cast worked a full year to bring an 
exciting and dynamic Broadway quality show to the children and youth 
of St Petersburg, FL, at the gorgeous Mahaffey Theater and wonderful 
Class Acts program. We are very grateful to the Academy of Ballet 
Arts, to Suzanne Pomerantzeff (Executive Director), to Mary Croom, 
to our tireless orchestra and the families of these talented young 
Floridians, for their commitments to reducing the staggering number 
of FL childhood suicides and homicides.
We admire and appreciate the outstanding talent of the cast and 
commitment of the families represented in this show, from Toronto, 
Texas, NY, and many FL cities and communities, including Orlando, 
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Sarasota, Groveland, Clermont, Palm Harbor, Clearwater, New Port 
Richey, and St Petersburg.
We are also honored to have Johnny Motoc, well known to opera in 
both Orlando, FL, and Dayton, OH,  described as “the best” in the 
field, as Stage Manager. Support for the show was provided by the 
Bill Edwards Foundation, with special, huge thanks to Julie Mastry, 
President, who personally committed to its “antiviolence message for 
all ages” and put her words into action, working to assure financial 
assistance as well.
For having a thousand well mannered, responsive and appreciative 
children and youth in the gorgeous Mahaffey, we give kudos to 
Joan Reubens of the Pinellas County Schools’ Family Life Education 
Committee.

dEAN FErNALd
Music Arrangements and Orchestration
Recalls playing piano at age 5 and having to sit 
on an unabridged dictionary to reach the keys. 
Astonished his parents, who both played the piano, 
by hearing music then playing what he heard... 
“had a good ear”. Dean left at age 18 to attend 
the Northern Conservatory of Music in Bangor, 
Maine, and graduated with a major in doublebass 

in 1972.  He played Hammond organ 1972-1975 in a rock band, The 
Maine Attraction, then multiple bands in Maine before moving to 
Tampa Bay in 1991. He plays in multiple bands right here “in paradise” 
and doesn’t ever plan to leave.  Currently playing in Suncoast Dixieland 
Jazz Society groups including Dixie Chaps, and dance band Pleasure, 
at Bilmar Beach Grill Razzie’s and Treasure Island Yacht Club, Sarasota 
Singles Club, and St Pete Coliseum tea dances. Performed in last year 
using piano, synthesizer (as many insruments), guitar, bass, and tuba. 
For fun, Dean plays sax and trumpet at home, as well.

FrANCIS “SoNNY” ANNIS  
Music Preparation
Grew up in Forrest Hills, PA, 14 mi E of Pittsburgh, 
as youngest of 6 children in a musical family, 
and his 1st instrument was a button accordion 
(Concertina?) at age 4.  Turning PRO at age 5, he 
toured with neighborhood with his entourage (who 
carried the chair for him to stand on) playing “3 
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songs for a nickel”. He recalls a great day when they earned 80¢ to 
share on candy! He took violin lessons from age 6 to 10 then played 
tuba in the orchestra till the trombone was available in 7th grade. 
Bought his own trombone at age 16 and quit high school to travel 
with a dance band, visiting 48 states, Canada & Mexico by age 18. 
Practiced trombone 4 hrs/day for 3 yrs then lost it in a Greensboro, 
SC, show club fire. Suddenly working as a string bass player and 
eventually replacing the trombone in Elkhart, IN, at the Conn Factory. 
Still practices bass every day.
Professional career for 21 yrs playing music and conducting for 
Tupperware Industrial Sales Shows, taking him to most every major 
US city, even in Hawaii, plus Mexico City and Acapulco, Mexico, and 
to the Bahamas. Then with Walt Disney World Creative Entertainment 
Division for 18 yrs, performing in “Top of the World” Show Room.
Stars he played included Mel Torme, Della Reese, Chita Rivera, Pattie 
Page, Frankie Lane.  Francis “Sonny” Annis did tours with Liberace, 
Four Girls, Rosemary Clooney, Helen O’Connel, Kay Starr, Martha Raye, 
Rose Marie, and The Lennon Sisters, and Myron Floren. He did shows 
with Robert Goulet and Bob Hope. 
Colleagues from Disney requested permission to create a software 
program with the Annis music notation style.  He is renowned for his 
beautiful pen and ink music notation. He and Dean began Freedom 
Found with this calligraphy style then gradually adapted the computer 
software to reflect Sonny’s perfectionist style.
Now he plays with the most talented  musicians in west central Florida.

dr. JIM FALLIS
Content Consultant
Toronto Pediatric Surgeon, musician, pianist, 
husband and friend, provided consistent 
encouragement and love.
Editor of medical textbooks on care of the injured 
child and author of multiple scientific articles.  
Former Director, Emergency Department Hospital 
for Sick Children, Toronto, where an annual award is 

given in honor of his excellence in teaching.
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Choose 
Who 

To BeTM

www.freedomfoundmusical.com


